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graduates are elected and probably is relatively unimportant in 
those where only graduates and members of the teaching staff are 
elected to membership. It is the writer's belief that the publication 
in the Sigma Xi Quarterly of the chapter reports giving lists of 
the new members, together with the title of their original work, 
will do much toward making the standards of election more uniform. 
In fact, it appears to him that the appearance of this periodical 
marks an epoch in the uplift of the standards for the whole society 
of Sigma Xi. 

Ohio State University. 



THE ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

By F. K. Richtmeyer 

If one may judge from the brief reports already presented, one 
of the most pressing needs of the society is some method of stand- 
ardizing the criteria followed in the selection of new members. At 
the present time, not only is there great diversity of practice among 
the several chapters, but, judging from our own chapter (Cornell) 
different departments in the same chapter differ as to the necessary 
qualifications of the candidate. * In spite of careful consideration 
given to the subject during the past six or eight years by various 
special committees of our chapter, we are still as far as ever from 
a satisfactory interpretation of (c) and (d) of Art. Ill, Sec. 4, of 
the constitution, regarding the qualifications for resident graduates 
and undergraduates. 

For example: What is included in "Scientific investigation?" 
Does "A Study of the Market Conditions of [Some Commodity]" 
when done by a student of a technical college, whose students 
are eligible to membership, differ materially from the same thesis 
when done by a student in the department of Economics, students 
from which are not eligible to membership? 

Does a candidate show "aptitude for scientific investigation" 
by reworking data which has been compiled from other sources, but 
which he himself has had no part in obtaining? 

Does "actual work" mean the completion of some thesis or 

♦"Candidate" is here used as "one who is being considered by the chap- 
ter for membership"; not, of course, as "one who has applied for member- 
ship." 
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problem, or has the candidate shown the necessary ability when 
he has his investigation well under way? 

Does the "giving of promise of marked ability", as applied to 
undergraduates, require the completion of research work? 

Art. IV, Sec. 5, limits the number of undergraduates to be 
elected during any one year to "one fifth of the senior class in scien- 
tific and technical courses"? How many Graduate students may 
be or are elected by the several chapters ? 

When a senior is elected at the end of his course, and leaves 
college to engage in so-called practical work, after having attended 
perhaps one meeting of his chapter, what means exist, at present, 
for keeping up his interest in the society ? 

These questions and others of a similar nature cannot of course 
be answered directly by the Constitution of the Society. They con- 
cern rather the interpretation which each chapter, by its by-laws 
or otherwise, puts the Constitution as it now stands. It is this 
interpretation that should be made uniform. A Sigma Xi key 
from one chapter ought to stand for exactly the same honor as 
from any other chapter. To assit in securing such uniformity, if 
desirable, would it not be advisable for each chapter to record in 
the pages of this periodical its present practice in regard to a list of 
questions, covering the points concerned, to be prepared by the 
Editors or such committee as they may designate? Incidentally, 
such information would throw much light on the question of asso- 
ciate membership. 

THE QUARTERLY 

Many of us regard the establishment of the Quarterly as the 
greatest step in advance ever taken by the Society. In addition to 
keeping each active member in touch with the activities of other 
chapters and of the Society as a whole, opportunity is made, if 
utilized, of keeping alumni members interested in the Society. The 
Alpha Chapter has approximately one thousand alumni members 
scattered thruout the world. A few of these are active members of 
other chapters. A large number are engaged in such work that 
direct activity in the Society is absolutely impossible. Some of 
them have actually forgotten that they were ever elected to mem- 
bership. And the fault lies entirely with us. We have made no 
effort to keep up their interest. Yet many of these alumni would 
be only too glad to assist in supporting the activities of the Society 
were they given a chance. What can the Quarterly do for them? 
Ithaca, N. Y. 
August 21, 1913. 



